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Listen to Freethought Radio  
Friday Afternoons at 2 PM 
Atheists of Florida produces  Atheist Forum, every 
week for your dining and dancing pleasure. 
 

You will find a variety of subjects discussed, from 
atheism (of course) to science, politics, ethics, art and 
social culture. 
  
The broadcast is available on WTAN-1340 and on the 
internet at TanTalk1340.com 
Be sure to call-in  727-441-3000, with your questions 
and comments. See page 14 for more.  
 

Check out twenty years worth of past programs of the 
Atheist Forum on our website www.aof.ngo  And 

check our channel at www.youtube.com for more.  

Whatôs Inside? 

 
 
Be there. 
 
 

 
Seth  
Andrews  

Author, radio personality, former minister, now 
atheist.  He is being sponsored by a number of 
CoR organizations for his appearance this 
coming  November 10th, 1 PM at the Unitarian-
Universalist Congregation of Clearwater. 
 

See more information on page 2  

Anywhere in this newsletter 
CLICK on an image or blue 
text for the link. 

Jesus never saidé 

  ñVote  
        ...  as if your life depended on it.ò 

 
He couldnôt.  He never heard of democracy, or freedom, or most of the values we 
Americans have embraced.   
But you have the power to order our priorities, and recreate the world in a way he never 
did.  And, itôs a simple thing. 
 
First, be informed. 
Second, vote. 
 
Now that wasn't so hard, was it?    JP 
 
A message (more of a plea, actually) from your editors, Jim & Rick 

See page 12 for Jordan Williamsô Cosmology talk! 

http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
http://tampabay.unitedcor.org/tampabay/
mailto:tampa@centerforinquiry.net
mailto:jamestp@metrodirect.net
http://www.tampabaycor.net
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Bay-Coalition-of-Reason
http://www.meetup.com/Tampa-Bay-Coalition-of-Reason
http://www.tampabaycor.net/newsletters.htm
http://floridahumanist.org/
http://www.talk.aof.ngo
http://www.youtube.com
https://www.thethinkingatheist.com/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/posteverything/wp/2014/12/18/did-historical-jesus-exist-the-traditional-evidence-doesnt-hold-up/?noredirect=on&utm_term=.bd50c7f5abe8


 

Join or renew 

Humanist Society of the Suncoast 

 

Annual Dues 
 _Regular -$25  

 _Reg. Couple -$30.  
 _Supporter -$35/40 (With pin above)  
 _Life -$200. (Pin) 
 _Life Couple -$250.(Pin) 
 _Associate -$10  

 
 

Your membership helps keep Humanism alive 
& growing in the Tampa Bay area A small 
part of your dues allows us to participate fully 
as a member organization of the Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason & enables us to support 
larger & more exciting programs. 
 

If you have questions concerning your dues or 
status, contact our treasurer,  

 marios_psomas@hotmail.com 
 

If new, please fill out the form; if renewing 
just indicate your name & any changes from 
our previous information Thanks! 
 
Name: 
____________________________________ 
 
Address ïif new :______________________ 
 
City, State, Zip ________________________ 
 
Phone:*______________________________ 
 
E-mail:_______________________________ 

(Privacy respected) 
 
 

Send check made out to:  
ñMarios Psomasò  

Memo line: ñHumanist Society Duesò 
(501c3, tax deductible) 

  
Humanist Society of the Suncoast, AHA 

1013 Connecticut Rd  
Tarpon Springs, FL 34689  
 *= optional  

November, 2018 Volume 31 No. 11 

An Epicurean society dedicated to the proposition that the fully examined life is worth living well. 
Associate organization of the Humanists of Florida, the AHA, COR, & ASHS. Find us at www.suncoasthumanist.com 
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Food: the first kindness & the measure of our Hospitality.  
Humanists aspire to true friendship with our fellow human beings.  
Money is more effective than cans and boxes to get the most benefit to the 
greatest number of people. But we can also use personal toiletries. 

Thanks to Jordan Williams. We need volunteers! Write to 
jim@suncoasthumanist.com Thanx.  

 Tampa Bay Harvest 

 

NB this time at the 
Clearwater UUC 
Octagon é Nursery 
Rd. Clearwater (map) 

 

Saturday, Nov 10 
at 1:00 PM 

 
Many of our members 
meet afterward for 
more conversation and 
refreshment  not far 
from the library.  

 List of Fake News Websites:  

 

Before you get too excited about 
an item you want to share or 
comment about, make sure the 
social media item is legit. 
 The list:  

http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb 

 

 

 

 Please 
 Join us in: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Organizations of the Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason present...                                                                    

 

Seth Andrews  
 

Saturday, November 10th  
At 1 PM at the  
UUC  

2470 Nursery Road,  
Clearwater, FL 33764 
$5 donation requested. 

 
This presentation will replace the regular 
meeting of the Humanist Society. 

 

Seth Andrews is a broadcaster, 
storyteller, author, activist, and public 
speaker best known as host of the 
popular website, podcast, and online 
community, The Thinking Atheist.
www.thethinkingatheist.com.  Sethôs motto:  

Assume nothing. Question 
everything. And start thinking! 

 

 Seth is an advocate, not for religion, but 
for people, and while he - as a storyteller - 
loves the distraction of supernatural fiction 
(like the annual Halloween "Ghost Stories" 
broadcast and new audiobook), he 
ultimately encourages everyone to root 
their pursuit of the truth in reason and 
evidence, and to pursue a Personal 
Relationship With Reality. 
 
  Seth lives in Oklahoma with his wife 

Natalie and his unofficial mascots, Rat 

Dog, Henry, and Kat. He enjoys movies, 

sushi (no tentacles), tennis, referencing 

"Hitchhiker's Guide," casual gaming, 80s 

music, piano by ear, and constantly 

flipping his pillow to the cool side. 

   Coalition of  
Reason 

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com?subject=Humanist%20Society%20Treasurer
http://www.floridahumanist.org
http://www.americanhumanist.org/index.html
http://unitedcor.org/
http://www.secularhumanism.org/
http://www.suncoasthumanist.com
http://www.metrodirect.net/humanist/
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
http://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&hl=en&q=223+Douglas+Ave%2C+Dunedin%2C+FL%2C+US
http://bit.ly/2vvrXbb
http://www.thethinkingatheist.com


The Movable Feast  
the Humanist Societyôs monthly social Dinner 

 

Join us Nov. 18 at Applebeeôs  at 5 O'clock 
for American style cooking, and decidedly 
the best company: 
  
 
 

For map Menu

   
 
 
 

Kindly RSVP to: (727) 581-2146 

Great Conversation and good food, reasonably priced.  

 

5110 E Bay Dr, Largo, FL 33771  

 Phone: (727) 539-6388  
Humanists work to build a 

world in which happiness is the 
enduring criterion of all policy. 

What is the 
 Humanist Way? 

 
  

§ To extend a human centered 

approach to the critical problems 

of life & society.  

§To encourage attitudes of 

kindness, compassion, tolerance 

& a loving generosity in human 

relationships, & in our treatment 

of all life. These attitudes help us 

to see ourselves in the lives of 

others, & encourage appreciation 

for the remarkable diversity of 

human culture & experience. 

§To develop & popularize the 

skills of creative & critical 

thinking that empower people to 

challenge prejudice, superstition 

& irrationality in every area of 

life. Such empowerment enables 

the individual to reach the highest 

levels of achievement. 

§ To exalt those artistic & 

imaginative expressions of life 

which have been the source of the 

greatest pleasure & 

enlightenment, & which reflect 

compelling human truths. 

Through music, literature, art, 

dance, & other expressions, we 

embrace the essence of what it 

means to be human. 

§To explore the grounds of ethics 

& morality within the unfolding 

history of our evolving culture. 

Such knowledge will enable us to 

become effective protagonists for 

the happiness of the individual 

person. JP  

Humanist Society 
of the Suncoast 

A chapter of the American 
Humanist Assoc., Tampa Bay 
Coalition of Reason, & The 
Association of Secular 
Humanist Societies 
 

Board of Directors. 

Meets Sept., December, April 
 

 

Jay Alexander, 
Steve Brown,  

Lois Fries, Secretary 
Dave Kovar,  
Brad Perryman Vice Pres. 
Jim Peterson, President 
Frank Prahl , 
Marios Psomas, Treasurer 
Jordan Williams. 
 

Emeritus members: Terry 
Eckstein, Dr. Jon Green, Mark Kligman, 
Dr. Jack Robinson, Dec. Jerry Moore, 
Anita Garcia, Mark Winterbottom, 
Sidney Goetz Dec. Bob Collette, Glenn 
Paul, Don Acenbrack Dec., Rob Byrch, 
Dec. Jackie Jordan, Brent Yaciw, Mike 
Hubbard, Matt Cooper Dec, Jim Butler  
 

 ~*~*-~*~*~ 
 
Jordan Williams, mail Publisher 
 

Jim Peterson, Editor 
E-Mail us at:  
jim@suncoasthumanist.com  
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Need Psychological 
Counseling?  

For a secular therapist, 
click:  

Secular Therapy Org. 
Cognitive Neurosciences   

 
Or call: 

Lynda Gurvitz, 
http://fampsy.org/member/

lynda-gurvitz/  
 (727) 725-8820  

 
Joel Schmidt 

www.floatoncounseling.com  
321-604-7637 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Laugh Lines From the olde Dictionary  11-18  

EXPERIENCE: In the working world, something you 
can't get unless you've already got it, in which case you 
probably don't want any more of it. 

FITNESS: Salvation through perspiration. 

FLABBERGASTED: Appalled over how much weight 
you have gained. 

FLATULENCE: Emergency vehicle that picks you up 
after you are run over by a steamroller. 

FRISBEETARIANISM: The belief that, when you die, 
your Soul flies up onto the roof and gets stuck there.  

FLASHLIGHT: A case for holding dead batteries. 

GARGOYLE: Olive-flavored Mouth wash. 

GOSSIP: A person who will never tell a lie if the truth 
will do more damage. 

GOURMET: A food fetishist. 

HANDKERCHIEF: Cold Storage. 

HOOKER: A working woman commonly despised by 
people who sell themselves for even less. 

IDEOLOGUE: Generally an obscure humorless zealot 
who finds fulfillment by spouting the ideas of famous 
humorless zealots. 

INFLATION: Cutting money in half without damaging 
the paper. 

JEANS: Lower half of the international uniform of 
youth, the upper half being the zits. 

KLEPTOMANIAC: A thief with breeding. 

https://restaurants.applebees.com/fl/clearwater-86014.html
https://restaurants.applebees.com/fl/clearwater-86014.html
https://www.google.com/search?client=firefox-b-1-ab&q=thai+bay+%26+sushi+restaurant+phone&ludocid=14309566550993158050&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwiUn-We8v3cAhUOIqwKHe_sCkwQ6BMwFHoECAoQLw&biw=1920&bih=982
mailto:jim@suncoasthumanist.com
https://www.seculartherapy.org/index.php
http://www.cns-wellness.com/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://fampsy.org/member/lynda-gurvitz/
http://www.floatoncounseling.com


Tampa Humanist Association  
  
Meets every third Saturday at, 11:00 AM  

North Tampa Public Library 
8916 North Blvd. Tampa, FL 33604 Map   
Participants at our October meeting decided  

to preempt our regular November 17th,  

11 AM meeting for the presentation  

of Seth Andrews on Sat. Nov. 10th at 1 PM. 

See page 2 for more details. 

Leaders: Lucas Hopegood & Jim Peterson 

 As Humanists it is our task to discover the secret world above and 
within the level of conscious recognition. Using the instruments of 
reason, & critical thinking, we strive to be at one in understanding 
both the world that made us, and the one we are inventing. 
  Each month a new investigation thoughtfully & critically dissects a 
novel intersection of mind and matter. Be part of it.  
 At present, we are a small, intimate group meeting in a neighbor-
hood library. But we are ambitious, and hope to grow. Ideally, such 
small discussion groups should appear in every neighborhood. The 
need is as great as the potential. What is required is a few longtime 
humanists willing to take on the relatively small effort to secure a 
library meeting room once a month, post a few notices here and there 
(including this newsletter), and show up to lead a discussion, share a 
little knowledge; give something to the future.  JP    

 Learn more about the association at: http://tampahumanist.com/  

 
Humanist Quotes  

 11/18 

Member, TBCoR, 
Hum Society, &  
AHA affiliate. 
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ñDo you say that religion is still 

needed? Then I answer that Work, 

Study, Health and Love constitute 

religion. . . . Most formal religions 

have pronounced the love of man for 

woman and woman for man an evil 

thing. . . . They have said that sickness 

was sent from God. . . . Now we deny 

it all, and again proclaim that these 

will bring you all the good there is: 

Health, Work, Study ï Love!ò  

                                   Elbert Hubbard  

ñLaws and institutions must go hand in 

hand with the progress of the human 

mind. . . . We might as well require a 

man to wear the coat which fitted him 

when a boy as civilized society to 

remain forever under the regimen of 

their barbarous ancestors.ò  

                                Thomas Jefferson  

ñHappiness is the only good. The 

place to be happy is here. The time to 

be happy is now. The way to be happy 

is to help make others so.ò  

                                   Robert Ingersoll  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Rememberé 

 

March  

Is  

Mehta 

Month 

 
 
 

Details upcoming! 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Free Admission and parking! 
NOVEMBER 17 Saturday, 10 a.m. ï 5 p.m.   
UNIVERSITY OF SOUTH FLORIDA, ST PETE 
140 7th Ave South, St. Petersburg, FL  
 
The greatest Celebration of intellect in the Southeast US. Hundreds of authors and 
booths, some of them by freethought organizations and individuals. 
 

https://maps.google.com/maps?f=q&source=s_q&hl=en&geocode=&q=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+Hillsborough,+Florida+33604,+United+States&sll=27.970584,-82.467655&sspn=0.004056,0.004517&ie=UTF8&hq=&hnear=8916+N+Blvd,+Tampa,+HillC:/Users/Metrocentral/Documents/2012%20taxes
http://tampahumanist.com/
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An autonomous project of the Humanist Society.  
Affiliate of the Post Carbon Institute  

When it comes to Sustainability, we are 
a Society of Distracted Drivers  
By  Richard Heinberg 

Driving is dangerous. In fact, itôs about the riskiest 
activity most of us engage in routinely. It requires 
oneôs full attentionðand even then, things can 
sometimes go horribly awry. The brakes fail. Weather 
turns roads to ice. A driver in the oncoming lane falls 
asleep. Tragedy ensues. But if weôre asleep at the 
wheel, the likelihood of calamity skyrockets. Thatôs 
why distracted driving is legally discouraged: no cell 
phones, no reading newspapers or books, no hanky-
panky with the front-seat passenger. If youôre caught, 
thereôs a hefty fine. 

If you think you hear a metaphor coming, youôre 
right. We human beings are all, in effect, driving this 
planet. Weôre largely responsible for whether it 
continues more or less as it is for another few 
thousand (maybe a few million) years, or tips rapidly 
into a condition that may not support human life, nor 
permit the survival of myriads of other creatures. But 
weôre not paying attention to the road in front of us. 
Instead, weôre distracted. 

Our personal distractions are often compelling. Most 
of us need to make a living. We like to make time for 
family and friends. We enjoy a wide range of 
entertainment options. 

Our collective distractions seem just as important. We 
want the economy to grow so that there are more jobs 
and higher returns on investments. We want our 
leaders to avert acts of terrorism, and if there are 
military conflicts we want our side to win. We have 
our political heroes and villains, and we spend time 
and money cheering our respective ñteams.ò 

Thing is, if we collectively veer off the road and crash 
the planet, none of that matters. The text message we 
receive while at the wheel of a car may be really 
interesting, but reading it isnôt worth the risk of life 
and limb. Similarly, the economy, entertainment, 

 The St. Petersburg  
Astronomy Club, Inc.  
(SPAC), has been meeting  
continuously since 1927. It was  
incorporated in 1979 as a nonprofit,  
tax deductible organization.  
 For almost 50 years SPAC has provided free educational programs 
for its members & the public. For additional information send your 
emails to: spacexaminer@gmail.com  
 Meetings are normally held on the fourth Friday of each month 
(except November & December when it is on the third Friday) at the 
St. Petersburg College/Gibbs Campus, 6605 5th Ave N, St. 
Petersburg, FL 33710, at 8:00 P.M. Meetings are open to the public. 
Calendar          See page 12 for Jordan Williams Cosmology talk! 
 

M.A.R.S. ï Tampa Astronomy Club  

Welcome to the Museum Astronomical Resource Society, also known 
as the M.A.R.S. astronomy club. M.A.R.S. is sponsored by the 
Museum of Science & Industry (MOSI), in Tampa, Florida. We are 
also members of both the Astronomical League & Night Sky 
Network. This site provides club news & astronomical information to 
our membership & to the public. 
Whether you are new to astronomy & curious about how to 

experience it, or a seasoned veteran looking for an active club to 
spend observation time with. We invite you to attend a meetings as 
our honored guest. 
Monthly meetings are normally held on the 3rd floor of MOSI in 

the Science Works Theater, & take place on the 2nd Friday of each 
month from 7:00 to 9:00 PM. Meetings are free & open to the public. 
Details & RSVP:  

https://www.meetup.com/MARS-astronomy-club-at-MOSI/ 

jobs, sports, and politics are all fine and suitable objects of 
attentionðas long as we first ensure that societyôs speed and 
direction are safe and sane.  

In fact, a few people are indeed paying attention to the road 
ahead. Ecologists, climate scientists, and system dynamics 
analysts have been monitoring societyôs direction for a few 
decades now and have been issuing increasingly dire warnings 
(two of the most recent ones: the Scientists Warning and the 
latest IPCC climate report). What lies ahead if we donôt change 
direction? Rising seas. Crazy weather, including worsening 
storms, droughts, and floods. Massive species extinctions. 
Threats to agriculture. Economic ruin. In short, a high-speed 
crash. But the expertsô urgent calls for change are largely being 
ignored. 

If we were indeed paying attention, what would we do 
differently? We would make sustainabilityðreal sustainability, 
not just eco-groovy gesturesðour first priority. Conserve and 
reuse non-renewable resources. Use renewable resources only 
up to their regrowth rates. Protect natural systems from 
pollution. Conserve biodiversity. We would aim for a 
truly circular and regenerative economy. If it turned out that the 
economy were just too big to operate within those guidelines, 
we would shrink it (taking some time to identify ways that 
cause the least harm and create the greatest benefit, and 
ensuring that those who have gained least from our centuries-
long growth bonanza get an equitable share of our reduced 
budget).                                                 Continued on page 17 

http://www.tampabaypostcarbon.com/
http://www.postcarbon.org/
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/index.php
mailto:spacexaminer@gmail.com?subject=Info%20request
http://www.stpeteastronomyclub.org/calendar.php
http://www.marsastro.org/
http://www.mosi.org/
https://www.astroleague.org/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://nightsky.jpl.nasa.gov/
http://www.scientistswarning.org/
https://www.ipcc.ch/report/sr15
http://www.ellenmacarthurfoundation.org/circular-economy/concept
https://www.newyorker.com/magazine/2018/10/29/why-are-americans-still-uncomfortable-with-atheism


6 

Rick OôKeefe, 
Coordinator 

The mission of the Center for Inquiry is to foster a 
secular society based on science, reason, freedom 
of inquiry, & humanist values. Since 2002, our all-
volunteer chapter has served West Central Florida. 
Won®t you support us? Join our community today.  

!ǊŜ ȅƻǳ ǊŜŀƭƭȅ ŀ ƳŜƳōŜǊ ƻŦ 
/ŜƴǘŜǊ ŦƻǊ LƴǉǳƛǊȅΚ  
LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ȅƻǳǊ ƳŜƳōŜǊ-ǎƘƛǇ 
ŎŀǊŘΣ ƎǊŜŀǘΦ .ǊƛƴƎ ƛǘ ǘƻ ƻǳǊ 
ŀŎǝǾƛǝŜǎ ŦƻǊ ŀǇǇƭƛŎŀōƭŜ ōŜƴŜŬǘǎΦ 
hwΣ ŬƴŘ ƻǳǘΥ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜƴŘ ƳŜ ŀƴ 
ŜƳŀƛƭ ǎƻ L Ŏŀƴ ŎƘŜŎƪ ŦƻǊ ȅƻǳΦ 
LƴŎƭǳŘŜ ȅƻǳǊ ŎǳǊǊŜƴǘ ǇƘƻƴŜ ϧ 
ŀŘŘǊŜǎǎ ǿƛǘƘ ½LtΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜΦ LΩƭƭ ƭƻƻƪ 
ƛǘ ǳǇ ϧ ƎŜǘ ƛǘ ǊŜǇƭŀŎŜŘΦ  
 /ƻǊŘƛŀƭƭȅΣ wƛŎƪ 
9ƳŀƛƭΥ ōƛǘΦƭȅκнLфǳŀ[Ǌ  

 

Subscribe to our CFI Tampa Bay 

newsletter here: http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I, 

Then scroll down the page until you see 

the red section with ¯Receive E-Mails°.  

Some of Novemberôs activities are: 
¶Brandon Lecture & Lunch 

¶ Howardôs Skeptics CornerïOct. 4 

¶ 2+ astronomy clubsô meetings 

¶  N. Pinellas CFI Supper Club 

¶ CFI SHARE Book Club 

¶ Thank Goodness 4 Godless Friday Nights 

¶ CFI Sunday Skeptics Brunch 

¶ Tampa Bay Tech Center many activities 

     And more at http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I 

10 Commandments Under Fire 
 By Jim Underdown 

The 10 Commandments have been a fixture of Christian 

moral standards for centuries. How do the 30 million+ 

atheists in the U.S. see these pillars of Godly behavior? 

Hereôs one perspectiveéhttp://bit.ly/2NG5w7L 

Voters with no religious affiliation hold power to sway 

direction of country 
By Annie Laurie Gaylor  

Secular voters could very well determine the outcome of the upcoming 

midterm elections. 

The ranks of atheists, agnostics and those with no religious affiliation ï 

ñthe Nonesò ï have increased by 19 million since Barack Obama was first 

elected president, making them the fastest-growing group by religious 

identification in America. In 2004, the Nones comprised just 16 percent of all 

American adults, but have now grown to a represent roughly a quarter of all 

adults and a third of millennials. 

Read the rest here: http://bit.ly/2PTnJ3u 

Itôs Always Been A Matter Of Trust: Tokens Of Efficacy 
At CSICon 2018 
By Paul Fidalgo 
Who do you trust? I suppose the default response of a skeptic could be ñno 

one,ò at least until particular claims can be verified. I may go without saying, 
however, that the answer ñno oneò also applies to conspiracy theorists and 
others who buy into various forms of pseudoscience. They also probably think 
that they are ready to trust someone once their claims have been verified. We 
just have different ideas as to what constitutes ñverified.ò 
As we heard today from political science professor Joseph Uscinski, 

conspiracy thinking has become a major component of our public discourse, 
which is not news. But what might be news is his observation that conspiracy 
thinking cuts evenly across all categories: gender, age, class, what have you. 
One need not don the red MAGA chapeau in order to be a conspiracy 
believer.   Read the rest here: http://bit.ly/2CXD2FU 

ñRemember that religion taps into lots of notions that 

feed easily into our biology. We humansé 

Are cause and effect oriented; Are authority oriented;  

Have a hardwired desire to live on ð which makes afterlife 

attractive;  Are social, group oriented creatures. 

ñAll that together sends people to Jesusô arms in droves, 

and you canôt blame them too much for succumbing to their 

own biology. I know people smarter than I who are 

believers, but canôt see the folly of their beliefs. Try to cut 

them some slack.ò ~ Jim Underdown 

http://cfitampabay.org/
http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2jaYhv6
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
https://centerforinquiry.org/blog/10-commandments-under-fire/#underdown-jim
http://bit.ly/2NG5w7L
http://bit.ly/2PTnJ3u
http://bit.ly/2CXD2FU
https://centerforinquiry.org/blog/10-commandments-under-fire/#underdown-jim
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Being all-volunteer means we need volunteers , 
Members, and Donors. Might you become one? 

Click below 

 16 
years in 
Florida 

Keep up on all current events at: https://CFITampaBay.org 

 

The Morning Heresy is your daily digest 
of news and links relevant to the secular 
and skeptic communities. What you 
wouldnôt otherwise know.  

Point of Inquiry is the Center for Inquiry's flagship 
podcast, where the brightest minds of our time 
engage in deep conversation about the big 
questions in science, religion, politics, and culture. 

Founded in 2006, the foundationôs mission is to realize 

Richardôs vision to remove the influence of religion in 

science education and public policy, and eliminate the 

stigma that surrounds atheism and non-belief . 

~ See the latest from Richard & ~ See the latest 

News 

This should interest you: 

ñWhy does life have to have a point? If there were a 

point, then whatever makes the point would itself need 

a point. If whatever makes the point has a point, then 

whatever makes that point would have no point in 

itself. And so on. Eventually, we have to come to a 

place where we stop asking, ñWhat is the point?ò and 

just start accepting life for what it is. If there is a god, 

he (she/it) would be in the same situation. He would 

have to say something like, ñMy life is my life, and that 

is that,ò with no further explanation, no ultimate 

meaning. Why canôt we do the same thing, simply 

accepting the good fortune of being alive? Life is not 

only beside the point, it is above and beyond the point. 

It is precisely when we realize that there is no point, 

that we should not want there to be a point, that we can 

smile and say: óLife is life.'ò ïDan Barker, Life Driven 

Purpose, pg 168 

 
CFI in Action: Secular Rescue 

CFI is proud to operate Secular Rescue, a program that 
has saved more than fifty-five secularists, atheists, and 
nonbelievers from persecution and violence. In many 
countries, expressions of nonbelief are punished by 
government repression, vigilante violence, or both. In April 
2013, secular activist Avijit Roy requested CFIôs assistance 
to oppose the imprisonment of four secular bloggers in 
Bangladesh who made statements critical of religionôs role in 
government. CFI quickly organized efforts that contributed to 
their release. 
Two years later, Roy was murdered by religious 

extremists. Soon after, CFI created Secular Rescue in 
response to the escalating danger to secularists in Bangladesh 
and other countries. Secular Rescue provides funding, advice, 
government liaison, and logistical support to assist 
nonbelievers in relocating to relative safety, which can often 
only be found outside their country of residence. 

Welcome to The Clergy Project 

Are you a religious professional who no longer  

believes in the supernatural? Have you remained in vocational 

ministry, secretly hiding away your non-belief? Are you struggling over 

where to go from here  with your life and career? 

§ Maybe youôve been out for some time, out of the ministry 

and maybe even publicly out as a non-believeré  

§ Maybe youôve found that the challenges continue to come 

with your new life and youôre in need of some good 

community with people who understand the issues you 

faceé 

§ Maybe youôd simply love to connect with other religious 

professionals who have likewise left belief behindé 

 

If this is you, we invite you to join The Clergy Project! 

http://bit.ly/CFI-TampaBay_Support_Us
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2a3ogx0
https://CFITampaBay.org
http://bit.ly/2a3ogx0
http://bit.ly/2Byyt0E
https://www.richarddawkins.net/category/original/
https://www.richarddawkins.net/news/
https://www.richarddawkins.net/news/
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/secular-rescue
https://secure.centerforinquiry.net/secular-rescue
http://bit.ly/2PMIuxQ
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READ THIS: TB-CoRõs Meetup makes it easy to view & RSVP to our activities & some affiliated events. 
The value to us of your joining our Meetup is that we need to know how many folks expect to attend an 
activity. Some programs are limited in seating; some require ordering books, etc.; some are open only 
to paid-up CFI members; & some require prepayment. So, sign up if you arenõt already participating. 

The Right-Wing Doesnôt Want to Talk  

About Christian Atrocities,  

So Letôs Talk About Christian Atrocities 

 

Josh Kilburn writes, The right-wingôs been freaking about Obama bringing up the crusades and the Inquisition, 

to show that Christianity doesnôt have a blood-free history. Whether itôs posting videos with skewed definitions of 

the Crusades or claiming Islam is still worse because reasons, theyôre in a blind rush to defend the tribe and, in the 

process, theyôre not orchestrating a very effective defense. 

History is full of atrocities committed by Christians for Christ, against not just other religions but against 

Christians themselves. Letôs take a look at some of them, shall we? 

 

é Read the rest and much more news here: http://bit.ly/2FQVO3t  

Special freethought days in November:  

Church State Separation Week, Nov. 24 ... 

In modern science, the term Theory refers to 

scientific theories, a well-confirmed type of 

explanation of nature, made in a way 

consistent with scientific method, and 

fulfilling the criteria required by modern 

science. Such theories are described in such a 

way that scientific tests should be able to 

provide empirical support for, or empirically 

contradict ("falsify") it. Scientific theories 

are the most reliable, rigorous, and com-

prehensive form of scientific knowledge, in 

contrast to more common uses of the word 

"theory" that imply that something is 

unproven or speculative (which is better 

characterized by the word hypothesis). 

Scientific theories are distinguished from 

hypotheses, which are individual empirically 

testable conjectures, and from scientific laws, 

which are descriptive accounts of how nature 

behaves under certain conditions. ð  

Theory - Wikipedia 

Trying Times: AU's New Timeline Tracks The Trump-

Pence Administration's Relentless Attacks On Church-

State Separation 
Religious freedom has been under constant threat by the 

Trump-Pence administration, which continues to chip away at 

the separation of church and state.  

President Donald Trumpôs inauguration on Jan. 20, 2017, set 

the tone by including prayers and speeches by six religious 

leaders, most conservative Christians. Since then, Trump has 

aggressively pandered to the Religious Right, which has a far-

reaching agenda to reshape American law according to its 

narrow worldview.  

While conducting research about the influence of Trumpôs 

Evangelical Advisory Board, Americans United built a timeline 

of administration attacks on church-state separation. The version 

being published here is condensed, but a full, interactive version 

can be viewed at AUôs website. 

http://bit.ly/CFI-TB_Meetup
http://bit.ly/2PQuuDz
http://bit.ly/2FQVO3t
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Theory
https://www.au.org/church-state/october-2018-church-state/featured/trying-times-aus-new-timeline-tracks-the-trump
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Big Bang, Big Claim: Why This Bold Idea Is Right 
By Paul Sutter, Astrophysicist 

At 13.8 billion years ago, our entire observable universe was the 
size of a peach and had a temperature of over a trillion degrees. 
That's a pretty simple, but very bold statement to make, and it's 

not a statement that's made lightly or easily. Indeed, even a hundred 
years ago, it would've sounded downright preposterous, but here we 
are, saying it like it's no big deal. But as with anything in science, 
simple statements like this are built from mountains of multiple 
independent lines of evidence that all point toward the same 
conclusion ð in this case, the Big Bang, our model of the history of 
our universe. [The Universe: Big Bang to Now in 10 Easy Steps] 
But, as they say, don't take my word for it. Here are five pieces 

of evidence for the Big Bang: http://bit.ly/2Ch0mNn 

theology fell to the background,ò he 

said. And somewhere in the middle of 

all the change, Evangelical Christianity 

crossed the line of faith and belief to 

hatred and abuse. Those who cruelly 

implement the actions of their faith are 

oblivious to the destruction they cause 

to their religion, or the people their 

beliefs impact. Is it fair to call it 

sociopathic? 

Psychology Today listed sixteen 

characteristics of sociopathic behaviors, 

which include: Untruthfulness and 

insincerity, superficial charm and good 

intelligence, lack of remorse or shame, 

poor judgment and failure to learn by 

experience, pathologic egocentricity and 

incapacity for love, unresponsiveness in 

general interpersonal relations, specific 

loss of insight, and general poverty in 

major affective reactions (in other 

words, appropriate emotional 

responses). 

We see examples of these kinds of 

behaviors in church leaders and 

followers. Franklin Graham, for 

example, stated that immigration was 

ñnot a Bible issue.ò His stand fits well 

with his conservative politics and vocal 

support of Donald Trump, but his 

callousness toward immigrants and 

those seeking asylum in the United 

States goes against everything he says 

he believes (Lev. 19:33-34, Mark 12:30

-31). Yet, Graham doesnôt see one bit of 

irony between his political stance and 

his religious belief. Nor does he seem to 

notice the horrific casualties in war-torn 

countries these immigrants are 

desperately trying to flee. 

Pastor Roger Jimenez of Verity 

Baptist Church in Sacramento said after 

the Orlando, Florida terrorist attack on a 

gay nightclub, ñThe tragedy is that more 

of them didnôt die. The tragedy is ð 

Iôm kind of upset that he didnôt finish 

the job!ò 

Read the rest here:  

   http://bit.ly/2D0k412 

US votes against UN resolution condemning gay sex 

death penalty, joining Iraq and Saudi Arabia 
By Tom Embury-Dennis 

The US is one of just 13 countries to have voted against a United 

Nations resolution condemning the death penalty for having gay 

sex.  

Although the vote passed, America joined countries such 

as China, Iraq and Saudi Arabia in opposing the move.  

The Human Rights Council resolution condemned the 

ñimposition of the death penalty as a sanction for specific forms of 

conduct, such as apostasy, blasphemy, adultery and consensual 

same-sex relationsò. 

It attacked the use of execution against persons with ñmental or 

intellectual disabilities, persons below 18 years of age at the time of 

the commission of the crime, and pregnant womenò. 

Read the rest here: https://ind.pn/2Alj2KM 

Has Evangelical Christianity Become Sociopathic?  
By Tim Rymel, M.Ed. | 11 May 2017 | The Huffington Post  

Since Evangelical Christianity began infiltrating politics, 

officially in the late 1970s, there has been a disturbing trend to limit 

or remove rights from those who donôt meet the conservative idea 

of an American. Many of these initiatives come in the form of 

ñreligious freedomò laws, which empower discrimination, while 

other legislation targets immigrants who believe differently. The 

result has been a sharp division in American culture, and the 

redefinition of Christian theology. 

Evangelical speaker, author, and university professor, Tony 

Campolo, said Christianity was redefined in the mid-70s by 

positions of ñpro-lifeò and opposing gay marriage. ñSuddenly 

http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
http://bit.ly/2ljTe9I
https://www.space.com/40370-why-should-we-believe-big-bang.html
http://bit.ly/2RPn4Sf
http://bit.ly/2Ch0mNn
https://www.psychologytoday.com/articles/201305/how-spot-sociopath
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2017/02/10/franklin-graham-said-immigration-is-not-a-bible-issue-heres-what-the-bible-says/?utm_term=.96b3bfde8d75
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2016/12/31/franklin-graham-trump-won-election-hand-god/
http://www.breitbart.com/big-government/2016/12/31/franklin-graham-trump-won-election-hand-god/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/news/acts-of-faith/wp/2016/06/14/pastor-refuses-to-mourn-orlando-victims-the-tragedy-is-that-more-of-them-didnt-die/?utm_term=.7fdc4054dcb8
http://bit.ly/2D0k412
https://www.independent.co.uk/author/tom-embury-dennis
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/DeathPenalty
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/China
https://www.independent.co.uk/topic/adultery
http://ilga.org/downloads/HRC36_resolution_question_death_penalty.pdf
https://ind.pn/2Alj2KM
http://www.huffingtonpost.com/entry/has-evangelical-christianity-become-sociopathic_us_5914ce6fe4b02d6199b2ed92
https://soundcloud.com/tonycampolo/03052010-hawaiian-island-1#c=2216&


Founded in 1988 by Gary P. Posner, M.D., 
Tampa Bay Skeptics is a nonproĜt educational 
& scientiĜc organization devoted to the critical 
examination of paranormal & fringe-science 
claims, & the dissemination of factual 
information about such claims. Read More! 
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Tallahasseeôs óWitchôs Graveô 
by Joe Nickell 

Investigative Files, A Study in Superstition and Ignorance 

In Tallahasseeôs Old City Cemetery stands an imposing 

monument thatðmany people insistðdenotes the grave of 

a witch. Curious symbols atop the marker and a cryptic 

verse, together with other factorsðnotably the monumentôs 

facing west rather than the traditional eastðare cited as 

evidence in the identification. But was ñBESSIE,ò as her 

name is boldly incised, truly a witch, or can we unlock the 

secrets of this mysterious grave?  

 

On the Set of Cosmosôs Season Two 
Special Report By Kendrick Frazier 
S  I Vol. 42.5, September / October 2018 

How might the 2019 Cosmos differ from the 2014 

series? ñItôs much more ambitious,ò she says. ñIt is a much 

bigger production.ò She adds, ñI think it will be way more 

inspiring. I hope so.ò She says she expects it to be ñmore 

emotionalòðnot the science, she quickly reassures us, but 

the human stories will be ñmore heart-basedò with a strong 

emphasis on ña hopeful future.ò She worries, as do I, that 

young people today lack inspiration and hope about the 

future, and she wants to restore those things.  

More than likely I think you can expect that next year 

millions of us worldwide will be watching evocative stories 

of human discovery, past and present, some much-needed 

celebrations of science and reason, and an altogether new 

and inspiring glimpse of our cosmos.  

The Committee for 

Skeptical Inquiry promotes 

science and scientific 

inquiry, critical thinking, 

science education, and the 

use of reason in examining 

important issues. It 

encourages the critical 

investigation of contro-

versial or extraordinary 

claims from a responsible, 

scientific point of view and 

disseminates factual 

information about the results 

of such inquiries to the 

scientific community, the 

media, and the public.  

Special thanks to Dr. Gary Posner for 

undertaking the arduous task of scanning all the 

printed news articles about Tampa Bay Skeptics 

that have appeared in various newspapers and 

magazines since Guttenberg. Or, at least 1984. 

These efforts appear on our Web site here: http://

www.tampabayskeptics.org/

news_articles_letters.html. New scans are posted 

frequently. 

Many useful links appear at the bottom of the 

page here: http://www.tampabayskeptics.org/. 

Just click the links for a good read. 

Appropriately, TBS answers a newspaper article titled ñLottery guides 

aim toward winning tipsò. This article is from the Saturday, March 31, 

1990 St. Petersburg Times. In effect, the article is a free advertisement. The 

engineer who created his rules for picking numbers studied the statistics, 

concluding that the lottery is truly random, but ñsome numbers have hot 

streaks and others disappear for periods of times.ò Buy his guide and see 

what (was) ñhotò é. 

As Gary Posnerôs letter to the Times says, ñAlthough the pervasiveness 

of illiteracy in this country is well documented, the problem of innumeracy 

(even among the literate, including reporters and their editors) is largely 

unappreciated and unaddressed.ò The problem has gotten worse.  

Read the rest here: http://bit.ly/2CXm2PQ 

An Old Scam FlourishesïMLM 
If youôve been around social media lately, youôll 

have come across a friend who suddenly is posting 
about makeup, diet shakes, essential oils, shampoo, 
or even insurance. Their personality seems somehow 
different. And they want to ñcatch up for a coffeeòð
with an agenda. 
More and more people are being lured into the 

glittering promises that are multi-level marketing 
(MLM) companies. Social media provide rich 
hunting grounds. MLMs are proliferating. They are 
aggressive recruiters, with trained workforces using 
influence techniques to reel in new members. Once 
signed up, they exploit their members ruthlessly. 
This isnôt an issue we can afford to ignoreðweôre 
not safe. 
Read the rest here: http://bit.ly/2CXMLfo  

http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://www.gpposner.com/
http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://bit.ly/1ZZ5LPU_TBS
http://bit.ly/2CXIdFC
http://bit.ly/2CXIdFC
http://bit.ly/2CYf3pM
http://bit.ly/2hfiz2O
http://bit.ly/2hfiz2O
http://www.tampabayskeptics.org/news_articles_letters.html
http://www.tampabayskeptics.org/news_articles_letters.html
http://www.tampabayskeptics.org/news_articles_letters.html
http://www.tampabayskeptics.org/news_articles_letters.html
http://bit.ly/2CXm2PQ
https://www.csicop.org/publications
http://bit.ly/2CXMLfo
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     The Matt Cooper  
            Humanist Lending Library  
Humanist Society members can select the number of 
the book you wish to borrow, and send it to 
marios_psomas@hotmail.com  Then pick it up at 
the next meeting. Be sure to return it!  
Donations appreciated. 

  
#   TITLE    AUTHOR  
 1.The Expanding Circle Peter Singer 
 2. In Gods we Trust Scott Atran 
 3. Why Evolution is True Jerry Coyne 
 4. The Second World Panag Khanna 
 5. Denialism Michael Specter  
 6. The Selfish Gene Richard Dawkins 
 7. Democracy Incorporated Sheldon Wolin 
 8. The Upside Irrationality Dan Ariely 
 9. The End of Growth Richard Heinberg 
10. The God Delusion Richard Dawkins 
11. All That We Share Jay Wallgasper 
12. Sex, Time, and Power Leonard Shlain 
13. Sex at Dawn C. Ryan, & C. Jetha  
14. What liberal Media Eric Alderman 
15. The End of Faith Sam Harris 
16. Plan B Lester Brown 
17. The Portable Atheist Christopher Hitchens 
18 Open Society George Soros 
19 Non Believer Nation David Niose 
20 God on Trial Peter Irons 
21. Natural Experiments of History Diamond-Robinson 
22. The Missionary Position Christopher Hitchens 
23 Life Inc Douglas Rushkoff 
24 A brief History of Time Stephen Hawking 
25 Breaking the Spell Daniel Dennett 
26 The Philosophy of Humanism Corliss Lamont 
27 The Quotable Atheist Jack Huberman 
28 50 Reasons People Believe In G.G. Harrison 
29 Mathematics and Politics Alan Taylor 
30 Stealing Elections John Fund 
31 The God Virus Darrel Ray 
32 What Every American Should Know About World Rossi 
33 Imagine Thereôs no Heaven Editors of Free Inquiry 
34 Hidden Order David Friedman 
35 What the Dog Saw Malcom Gladwell 
36 Sway Ori, Rom Brafman 
37 The Better Angels of our Nature Steven Pinker 
38 Letter to a Young Contrarian Christopher Hitchens 
39 Hot, Flat, and Crowded Thomas Friedman 
40 Gaming the Vote William Poundstone 
41 Subversion Fable Alexa KcKearing 
43 Evolution and the Big Question David Stamos 
44 Why People Believe Weird Things Michael Shermer 
45 The World is Curved David Snick 
46 The Snow Ball Warren Buffett 
47 The Moral Landscape Sam Harris 
48 How We Believe Michael Shermer 
49 Full House Steven Jay Gould 
50 The Origins of Political Order Francis Fukuyama 
51 Asimovôs Guide to the Bible Isaac Asimov  
52 Autobiography of Mark Twain Harriet Smith, Editor 
53 Science Friction Michael Shermer 
54 Genius James Gleick 
55 Inevitable Illusions Piatrelli & Palmarini 
56 Demon Haunted World Carl Sagan 
57 Being Right Is Not Enough Paul Waldman 
58 Loser Takes All Mark Crispin Miller 
59 Taking Back Politics Cathy Allen  
60 Spiritual Common Sense Mark Lindquist (Gift by author) 
61 Autobiography of Mark Twain Ed. Harriet Elinor Smith 
62 The Skeptics Annotated Bible Various 
63 12 Vol Complete Works Robert Ingersoll  
64 On Religious Liberty Roger Williams & Davis 
65 The God Makers Baker & Hunt 
66 Inevitable Illusions M. Piattelli-Palmarini 
67 Ainôt Nobodyôs business If You Do Peter McWilliams 
69 Bonk Mary Roach 
70 What Money Canôt Buy Michael J. Sandel 
71 Financial Shenanigans Howard Shilit 
72 Sex & God Darrel Ray, ED.D 
73 Best American Non required Reading Dave Eagers 
74 Reporting at Witôs End St. Clair McKelway  
75 Corporations are not People Clements 
76 Could I Vote Mormon for president? Cragun ï Phillips 
77 Culture of Honor Nisbett ï Cohen 
78 Rot on the Vine Stenes 

79 Thoughts of a Freethinker New Kaye * Essential works 
80. An Atheist Stranger by Herb Silverman 
81. Candidate without a prayer- Herb Silverman  

Recommended Reading 
Click on the bookôs image for more info 

Evolve Fish is a good source for freethought paraphernalia: 
http://evolvefish.com/   

 

To access more Freethought history & perspectives, 
Frank Prahl®s Freethought Library 

fprahl77@gmail.com 

In this 190-page autobiography, Seth 
Andrews (host of The Thinking Atheist) 
recounts his religious upbringing, his 
years in Christian schools, his decade as 
a Christian broadcaster, his ultimate 
apostasy, and how a 30-year believer 
could one day come to create one of the 
most popular atheist communities on the 
internet. 
   This book helps to give an inside-out 
look at the protestant Christian culture in 
the United States, and it will hopefully 
encourage others as they deal with the 
difficult questions in their own journeys 
toward truth.  

In June 2015 Seth Andrews self-
published his second book, Sacred Cows.   
In a review for Skeptic Magazine, Donald 
Prothero wrote: "Taking a gently 
incredulous tone, Andrews reviews a long 
litany of the strange things people believe 
and do. In most cases, he tries to be 
sympathetic and understanding. He 
always tries to keep things in perspective 
and remind his readers that he once 
accepted beliefs that seem odd to him 
now. But in other cases, itôs impossible 
not to adopt a note of sarcasm and 
mockery at beliefs that are clearly 
bonkers.ò 

Waking Giant is a brilliant, definitive history 
of Americaôs vibrant &  tumultuous rise during 
the Jacksonian era from David S. Reynolds, 
the Bancroft Prize-winning author. Casting 
fresh light on Andrew Jackson, who redefined 
the presidency, along with John Quincy Adams 
&  James K. Polk, who expanded the nationôs 
territory &  strengthened its position 
internationally, Reynolds captures the 
turbulence of a democracy caught in the throes 
of the controversy over slavery, the rise of 
capitalism, and the birth of urbanization.   

mailto:marios_psomas@hotmail.com
http://evolvefish.com
mailto:fprahl77@gmail.com
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Skeptic_Magazine
https://www.goodreads.com/book/show/25807618-sacred-cows?from_search=true













